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Designations For  
Published VisiWin Versions 

This document describes the designations and their meanings used by INOSOFT for the published 

product versions. 

Note: These designations and their meanings may differ from those used by other companies or 

found in various publications. 

Product versions published by INOSOFT for all customers are designated as Release Candidate, 

Release, and Service Pack. Product versions designated as Preview are only made available to 

selected testers. 

Important: These definitions are only valid for version 7.3 and later. Statements made herein do not 

apply to older versions. 

1 The setup 
A published setup includes the development system, one or more runtime versions, and additional 

version independent components (e. g. Server Manager, Visual Studio Package, Translation Manager, 

Project Compare, …). 

The setup version is designated as follows: yyyy-a (example: 2021-2) 

“yyyy” is the year of publication, “a” is the consecutive number of the publication within a year. 

1.1 Example 
Setup 2021-2 

• Development system (including version independent components) 2021-2  

• Runtime 7.0 SP 6 

• Runtime 7.1 SP 1 

• Runtime 7.2 SP 15 

• Runtime 7.3 RC 1 

2 The development system 
The development system is the part of the VisiWin software that allows to develop a project, i. e. to 

create, edit, test and transfer a project to the runtime computer. 

There is only one version of the development system, which can handle different runtime versions. 

The version of the development system is identical to the setup version and is therefore designated 

in the same way: yyyy-a (example: 2021-2) 

“yyyy” is the year of publication, “a” is the consecutive number of the publication within a year. 

3 The runtime system 
The runtime system includes the functional components needed to run a project. 
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Different runtime versions can be installed on the same computer. However, a project always refers 

to one of these versions only. Runtime versions are designated as follows: x.n F m (examples: 7.2 SP 

15, 7.3 RC 1) 

“x” is the major version number, currently the “7”. “n” is the minor version, which can be installed 

along with another minor version on the same computer. “F” is a short name designating the version 

type (see next chapter for details). “m” is the consecutive number of the version type. 

3.1 Release Candidate 
Short name: RC 

Example: 7.3 RC 1 

The functions and features of the Release Candidate will be included in the final version (Release). 

The version has been tested and any known bugs have been fixed or documented. This is why this 

version can be used for productive purposes. 

A later Release Candidate includes more functions and may include corrections in the APIs. As a 

result, minimal changes may become necessary in a project, which then has to be rebuilt. In addition, 

this version has to be installed on all development computers involved as well as on all runtime 

computers where that project will be running. 

3.2 Release 
Short name: (none), in the graph below referred to as: R 

Example: 7.3 

A Release version is complete with regard to its functions and features. Just like the Release 

Candidate, this version has been tested and any known bugs have been fixed or documented. It can 

be used for productive purposes. 

3.3 Service Pack 
Short name: SP 

Example: 7.3 SP 1 

A Service Pack includes fixes for bugs that were found in the Release version after its publication. 

A Service Pack includes no new functions or changes in the APIs. Hence, it is compatible with the 

Release. It is not mandatory to install the Service Pack on each computer involved. 

3.4 Preview (P) 
Short name: P 

Example: 7.3 SP 1 

A Preview version is not public. It is made available to a limited number of users to try out new 

features. These features may change in the course of further development or even be removed 

entirely. 

A Preview version should not be used for productive purposes, i. e. on a runtime computer. 
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3.5 Versions over time 

 

Version Vx.n is issued to selected testers as Preview 1 and Preview 2. After that, the version is 

published as Release Candidate 1, further developments of that version are subsequently published 

as Release Candidate 2 and Release Candidate 3. 

At the same time, the next version Vx.n+1 is already under development and a Preview 1 is created. 

Version Vx.n is published as a Release and provided with Service Packs on an ongoing basis. 

Concurrently, version Vx.n+1 goes through the stages of Release Candidates to Release. 

This parallel development is repeated for version Vx.n+2. 

IMPORTANT: All versions Vx.n, Vx.n+1 and Vx.n+2 refer to the runtime and can be installed on the 

same computer. All of them are handled by the recent version of the development system. The 

development system allows to convert projects to a higher runtime version at any time, with some 

manual adaptations if needed. After conversion, the project exists in two versions—the original older 

version and the new one. 

4 Glossary 
- Development computer: The computer where the project is developed. 

- Runtime computer: The computer of the machine where the project is running in order to 

operate that machine. 
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